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 September Tri-Club Meeting Schedule 

The NSD September Meeting 
 

T he September North Shore Dead-
eyes virtual meeting is scheduled 

for Wednesday, September 3rd at 7:00 
PM.  The ZOOM invite will be sent out 
a few days before the meeting.  The 
featured presentation is The Develop-
ment of Naval Guns part 2.  

 
The NRMS September Meeting 

 

F or September, the Nautical Re-
search and Model Ship Society 

meeting will be a hybrid session.  
The face to face segment will be 
held at 237 S. Lincoln Street, West-

mont, IL.  Kurt Van Dahm requests that those 
who plan to attend in person let him know so they 
can be accommodated. 
   For those preferring to attend the virtual ver-
sion, an invite will be sent out a few days before 
the September 13th meeting.  Proceedings start 
at 7:00 PM, but you will be able to log on as early 
6:30 PM. 

 

The MMS September Meeting 
 

T he September face to face Mid-
west Model Shipwright meeting 

is scheduled for Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17th at 7:00 PM. 
 

   We will be featuring Part V of our 2025 Tri-Club flea 
market, compliments of Coleman Seskind.  Emphasis 
this month will be on monthly periodicals, but there 
might also be a few books and tools available. 
  
   Proceedings will begin at 7:00 PM, but you will be 
able to enter the building as early as 6:30 PM. 
 

As usual, F2F Shipwright meetings are held at  
 

         The Dasom Community Church 

             501 S. Emerson Street 

             Mount Prospect, Illinois 

. 

 

R ick Szydelko and Bob Filipowski weren’t sure how 

the membership would respond to this August meet-

ing flea market.  This was mainly due to the fact that a lot 

of the items on display were somewhat more expensive 

than the run of the mill odds and ends normally offered.  

As it turned out, both sides, buyer and seller, seemed 

satisfied with the final prices. 

Where items such as a Sherline or Vanda Lay lathe are 

concerned, if the buyer did not have enough cash to 

close the deal, the item was put on hold until the next 

meeting. 

   The September meeting will feature hundreds of model 

ship and history magazines.  The asking price for these 

publications will be extremely generous. 

 Flea Market IV 
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Fyret aka Lively by Samuel X. Parent 

Ships on Deck 

J im Roberts is the originator of the original kit for the "Lively" and in his introductions he talked about the fact that there 
is no real documentation regarding a vessel named the "Lively." He then went on to talk about how he developed the 

kit/plans around a small to moderate sized Cape Henry pilot boat.  As the US did in fact issue a large number of "Letters 
of Mark" during the War of 1812 to many small coasters and pilot boats, Sam decided that he would make it his own and 
play with some alterations that would be period correct.  Several years ago, he had the pleasure of being able to be 
aboard the "Lynx" which is a topsail schooner of a smaller Baltimore clipper type.  The name has always stuck with him.  
When Sam decided to do the Lively as a project, He thought about that "Lynx" as a predator/privateer.  These smaller 
privateers had to be quick and agile sailors so as to pick a target and then decide to either take her or turn and run.  The 
little ferret came to mind.  The name is derived from the Latin word furittus which means "Little Thief" which certainly 
seemed appropriate for a small privateer.  The Old English spelling of ferret is “Fyret.”  Thus, this little topsail schooner 
was re-christened. 
  
The simple scroll on the transom is brass wire shaped, attached and painted over. 
 
Sam suspects that there are "Purists" out there that likely will not approve of his "Whimsy" and execution of Artistic Li-
cense.  So be it.  He hopes to build a model that will attract some attention and discussion plus be a credit to his abilities 
as a ship modeler. 

Ships on Deck Continued on Page 3 
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 Ships on Deck 

Ships on Deck Continued on Page 4 

Britannia by Gus Agustin  
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Ships on Deck 

Britannia by Gus Agustin  

G us Agustin’s Britannia continues to work its 
way towards completion.  Current completions 

include the installation of the top rails, which were 
made from styrene and painted black. 
 
This model now sports something that is relatively 
rare on Gus’ models, canons!  Three out of the four 
photos on this page do not feature them, but the 
previous page does.  Although difficult to see, 
Agustin applied a grey wash to the guns, which 
emphasized the gun’s details. 

Ships on Deck Continued on Page 5 
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Ships on Deck 

Ships on Deck Continued on Page 6 

USS Flint by Keith Zeilenga 
Keith has named his latest “Dumpster Kit” USS Flint.  The progress made in the last month suggests that it no longer 

deserves such a demeaning title.  Another “mongrel” nobody wanted is turning into a real gem! 
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Ships on Deck 

Ships on Deck Continued on Page 7 

Lucia A. Simpson by Dan Pacholski 

D an Pacholski was at that point where his nearly finished model of the Lucia A. Simpson just didn’t look 
right.  After much deliberation, he decided it was the lower part of the Great Lakes model’s hull.  The 

light green was replaced by a darker shade that really made a difference. 
   Another nice touch was the added winch that was installed just aft of the main mast.  This was a common 
feature on these schooners.  It was used to raise and lower the center board, which could provide the shallow 
draft vessel with greater stability when not in shallow water. 
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Ships on Deck 

Roger B. Taney by Ray Kroschel 
Revenue Cutter  c.1833 

Model is finished.  Congratulations, Mate! 
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Amazing Show—Amazing Winner! 

T o say that ships did well at the recently completed IPMS Convention might be a little bit of an un-

derstatement.  Gene Berger, who happens to be President of the Hampton Roads Ship Model So-

ciety displayed several of his large-scale models at the 2025 Nationals and took the following modeling 

awards: • 1st Place, 1/350 Scale, U.S. Battleships • Best Ship Award • Judges’ Grand Award Best Ship 

and the George P. Lee Grand Award, all for his 1:48-scale BB-39 USS Arizona, 1918.  In addition, 

Gene won 1st Place, All Entries, Early Steam & Sail with his C-6 USS Olympia, 1st Place All Entries, Conversion & 

Scratch Built with his SS United States.  His USS Kendall C. Campbell, DE-443, won 3rd Place.  This was Gene’s first 

participation in the national event.  Congratulations, Mate.  You made your Model Ship Building Brethren proud. 

The cage masts are scratch built. 
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Scenes from the May 2025 MMS meeting 
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H urricane was a large extreme clipper of 1608 tons 
burthen built in Hoboken, New Jersey, United States 

in 1851. Reputedly the most extreme clipper ever built, 
Hurricane proved a very fast vessel, reportedly capable of 
speeds of up to 18 knots (33 km/h) in ideal conditions.  
She establishing a number of record passages in the ear-
ly years of her career. 
 
   Compliments of Ken Manske, here are excerpts from a 
manifests dating back to 1855 and 1857.  Some research 
seems to indicate that the ship, in one case, was prepar-
ing to make another voyage from New York to California 
possibly with passengers seeking to join the gold rush. At 
least some of the provisions might very well have been for 
the growing West Coast population. 

   Ken sent the original manifest to Mystic and they were 
very interested in it. They have several exhibits or pic-
tures featuring this ship. 

 Clipper Ship Hurricane Manifests 
Compliments of Ken Manske 
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H ere is a list of 
banned com-

panies that have 
been pirating and 
duplicating kits, 
books, and plans 
from reputable 
manufacturers.  

Quite often these disreputable com-
panies offer their products at what ap-
pear to be reasonable prices, but 
these items are often poor in quality. 
Many of them do not have websites.  
They market their illegal products via 
the Internet on sites such as eBay. 
   If you are contemplating your next 
project, please check this list.  If you 
are not sure, discuss it with Kurt Van 
Dahm before you commit to a pur-
chase.  For easy reference, this infor-
mation will appear in all future issues 
of the Forecastle Report. 
   DryDock Models and Parts 
(Canada) sells for companies that 
pirate. 

● Tri-Club Anti-Piracy Policy ● 
CN ZHL 

CF RealTS 

shi hai Snail Model 

4H Model XinFeng 

Moxing Crown JD Model 

Microcosm JD Model  LHQK 

WN Huasong 

Jaocdoen Shi Cheng 

SC woodenkit (Russian MFG) 

DUJIAOSHOU YengFan 

LHQK Unicorn Model 

Master YQ (YaunQing) 

 Modelship Dockyard (China) 
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Chicago Tri-Club Association Officers & Staff 
 

NSD President - Rick Szydelko –szydelko@sbcglobal.net 

NSD Vice President—Kurt Van Dahm –modelshipyard237@gmail.com 

NSD Admiral Emeritus  - Richard Williams—shipdoc27@comcast.net 

NSD Treasurer - Ed Urbanczyk—turbaned@comcast.net 

NRMS President – Kurt Van Dahm – modelshipyard237@gmail.com 

NRMS Vice President - Dan Cicero—dan_cicero@sbcglobal.net 

NRMS Treasurer - Ed Urbanczyk—turbaned@comcast.net 

NRMS Secretary -  

MMS President - Bob Filipowski — logline2@gmail.com 

MMS Vice President. - Bob Frysztak — rfrysztak@luc.edu 

MMS Treasurer - Rick Szydelko — szydelko@sbcglobal.net 

MMS Club Photographer: - Robert Frysztak — rfrysztak@luc.edu 

MMS Web Master - John Pocius…jphydroplane@gmail.com 

          www.midwestmodelshipwrights.com 

● NRG Ship’s Store ● 


